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Tema Editorlerinden...

Moment Dergi'nin editorliigiinu istlendigimiz Spiritiiellik sayisinda, spiritiielligin siyasetle iligkisi baglaminda
farkli goriinimlerine, konuya iliskin tarihsel ve teorik bir tartigmaya, spiritiielligin akademik alanda ihmal
edilmis drneklerine ve sosyal medyada deneyimlenme bigimine yer verebildik. Sadece tema kapsaminda

basvuru aldi§imiz bu sayi; alti tema makale, bir soylesi ve iki kitap elestirisi iceriyor.

Bu say, Tiirkiye i¢in erken bir donemde New Age iizerine diigiinerek internet Dolunay Cemaat (1997) kitabini
kaleme almis, gazeteci/sosyolog Can Kozanoglu soylesisiyle bashyor. “Can Kozanoglu ile Spiritiiellik ve
Medya Uzerine” gerceklestirdigimiz soylesi, konuya iliskin gecmisten bugiine bir panorama sunarak, New
Age'in tarihsel kirilmalarina, dine ve dinsel topluluklara, spiritiiellik ve New Age arasi iliskiye, sosyal medya
ile tiiketim tarikatlar arasindaki baglantilara temas ediyor. Kozanoglu soylesisi, konu iizerine arastirma

yapmak isteyecek okur igin bir vizyon da sunuyor.

Tema kapsamindaki alt makalemizden ilki olan “Spiritiiel Siyaset: Alternatif Bir Duygusal Kamusal Alan
Olusturma Girisimi” baslklh makalesinde Kurtulus Cengiz ve Hande Giir, spiritiiel hareketler ile siyaseti,
duygular sosyolojisinin kavramsal imkanlari aracilifiyla iliskilendiriyor. Spiritiiel hareketlerin bir tir duygu
siyaseti yiirittiiklerini ve alternatif bir duygusal kamusal alan inga etmeye calistiklarini iddia ederek,

iddiasini kapsamli saha arastirmalarinin bulgularyla destekliyor.

“Spiritiielligin Kemalist Halleri: Hagiografiden New Age ikonluguna” makalesinde ise Kadir Dede, Bagak Su
Demirel ve Nisa Ceker, spiritiiellik ile Kemalizm iligkisinin degisen yapisini; Erken Cumhuriyet, Soguk Savas
ve Post-Kemalist zamanlar olarak yapilandirdiklari donemlendirme baglaminda inceliyor. Spiritiellik ve
Kemalizm iliskisinde; dinsel soyleme miiracaat edis, Atatiirk'iin mesruiyet dayanagi olarak kabul edilmesiyle

kipirdanig ve Kemalist ezoterizmin sahlanisi seyrine odaklaniyor.

“Modernite ve Akil Karsithginin Kékenleri Uzerine” makalesinde ilker Ozdemir, modernite, akilcilik ve
spiritiiellik arasindaki temel iliskiyi, postmodern ve neoliberal yaklagimlarin elestirel akli tasfiye etme

girisimi ekseninde analiz ederek, bunlarin yeni sag popiilist hareketlerle devamliligini tartigiyor.
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“Spiritiiel Bir Piyasa ve Uzlasi Alani Olarak Pop Tasavvuf” makalesinde Feride Giiner, tasavvufun
popiilerlesmesini; tasavvufi kisisel gelisim kitaplarindaki 6znellik kurgulari ve Mevlana, Mevlevilik imgesi
odaginda tartisiyor. Makale, spiritiiel pazarin 6nemli bir bileseni olan tasavvufun, popiiler kiiltiirdeki icerik ve
bigimlerinin; postmodern-spiritiiel, liberal-neoliberal, muhafazakéar-dini yaklagimlarin bir uzlasi alani olarak

dolagima girdigini iddia ediyor.

Osman Ozarslan, “Antalya-Elmali Bolgesinde Defineci Okiiltizmi ve Spiritiiellesme Uzerine Sosyolojik Bir
Analiz” bashkli makalesinde, definecilik etrafinda donen okiilt faaliyetlerle ugrasanlarin diinyay!
anlamlandirma ve yorumlama bigimlerini konu ediniyor. Ozarslan, defineci okiiltizminin, dini ve folklorik

kaynaklar ve ozellikle sosyal medya araciliiyla eklektik bir goriiniim arz ettigini iddia ediyor.

“Dijital Spiritiiellik Deneyimi Olarak Astroloji: Co-Star Uzerine Bir inceleme” makalesinde Eyliil Ersoy,
sahadan ilk notlariyla, bir dijital astroloji uygulamasinin; kaygi ve belirsizlikle miicadele, iyi hissetme hali ve

pragmatik kullanim bigimleri baglaminda, kullanici deneyimlerini aktariyor.

iki kitap elestirisinden ilki, Sinirlari Asan Dervisler: Bektasiligin Kiiltiirel iligkileri (1826-1925) Uzerine, Eren
Yilmaz' ait. Yilmaz metninde, kitabin ¢izdigi hatti izleyerek Bektasiligin Osmanli imparatorlugu'ndaki
goriiniimiine, baska Osmanl kiiltiirleri (Siinniler, Hristiyanlar, Aleviler vb.) ve Bati kiiltiirleriyle (Protestan
misyonerligi, Masonlar, vb.) olan iligkilerine yer veriyor. Yilmaz, kiiltiirel karsilagmalarin, bir toplulugun

ritiellerinden giindelik hayatina kadar tesir ederek onu doniistiirdiigiine dikkat cekiyor.

ikinci kitap elestirisi, yakin zamanda Tiirkgeye kazandirimis, Eva lllouz ve Edgar Cabanas'in uzun soluklu
caligmalarinin yetkin bir asamasi olarak okunabilecek Mutlu Yurttag imalati (2023) hakkinda. Basak Sen,

kitabin yaptigi izere, mutluluk endiistrisinin vaatleri odaginda bir elestiri gergeklestiriyor.

Ezoterizm, okiilt, New Age, dindarlik, siyaset gibi farkli alanlardan ele almaya elverisli bir konu olarak
spiritiielli§e, agirhkli olarak Tiirkiye iginden ve Tiirkiye drnekleriyle miitevazi bir katki sunma ¢abasinda
oldugumuz bu sayidan okurlarin da keyif alacagini umuyoruz. Galigsmalarini bizimle paylasan her bagvuruya,
yazara, teknik ekibe ve titizlikle yaptiklar okumalar, dneriler ve goriisler igin hakemlere tesekkiir eder, iyi

okumalar dileriz.

Sayinin hazirlik siireci sona ererken, Moment Dergi'nin yirminci sayisini emanet aldigimizi fark ettik. Bu da
demek oluyor ki Moment'in 10. yilini kutluyoruz. Bu vesileyle, derginin kiiltiirel caligmalar kapsaminda cesitli
temalarla urettigi istikrarli birikimde emegi gecen her yazar, editor, sayi editorii ve calisma arkadasimiza

ayrica tesekkiir ve tebriklerimizi sunariz.

Gokce Baydar Cavdar & Giilay Acar Goktepe



From the Theme Editors...

For this issue of the Moment Journal, we welcomed articles focusing on diverse aspects of spirituality: its
relations with politics, historical and theoretical discussion on the subject, cases of spirituality that have
been neglected in the scholarly field, and how spirituality is experienced on social media. The issue

comprises six theme articles, one interview and two book reviews.

The issue begins with an interview with journalist/sociologist Can Kozanoglu, who authored the

book Internet Dolunay Cemaat (1997), reflecting on the New Age in Turkey as an early endeavour. 'Interview
with Can Kozanoglu on Spirituality and Media' provides a comprehensive panorama of the subject, from past
to present. The interview covers topics such as the structural changes of the New Age, religious
communities, the affinity between spirituality and the New Age movement, and between social media and

consumer cults. Kozanoglu's interview offers a vision for the reader eager to research the subject.

In their article 'Spiritual Politics: Attempt for Constructing an Alternative Public Sphere’, Kurtulus Cengiz and
Hande Giir focus on spiritual movements and politics through conceptual potentials of the sociology of
affect. Claiming that spiritual movements engage in a form of emotional politics and seek to construct an

affective public sphere, they ground their argument on their extensive field research.

In 'Kemalist Matters of Spiritualism: From Hagiography to a New Age Icon’, Kadir Dede, Basak Su Demirel
and Nisa Ceker offer a connection between spirituality and Kemalism through three periods: Early Republic,
Cold War and Post-Kemalist. They analyze the course of this affinity between spirituality and Kemalism as
resorting to religious discourse, the move with the acceptance of Atatiirk as the basis of legitimacy, and the

rise of Kemalist esotericism.

In his article ‘On the Origins of Opposition to Modernity and Reason’, ilker Ozdemir analyzes the
fundamental relationship between modernity, rationality and spirituality on the axis of the attempt of
postmodern and neoliberal approaches to liquidate critical reason and discusses their continuity with new

right-wing populist movements.

In her article '‘Pop Sufism as a Spiritual Market and Consensus Field', Feride Giiner describes the
popularization of Sufism by discussing constructions of subjectivity in Sufi self-help books and the image of
Mevlana and Mevlevism. The article examines the content and forms of Sufism as essential components of
the spiritual market, claiming they circulate in a field of consensus between postmodern-spiritual,

liberal-neoliberal, and conservative-religious approaches.



Osman Ozarslan, in his article 'A Sociological Analysis on Treasure-hunting Occultism and Spiritualism in
Antalya-Elmall’, deals with how those engaged in occult activities revolving around treasure hunting make
sense and interpret the world. Ozarslan claims that treasure hunter occultism presents an eclectic

appearance via religious and folkloric sources and becomes even more eclectic via social media.

In the article "Astrology as a Digital Spirituality Experience: A Review on Co-Star’, Eyliil Ersoy, with her first
notes from the field, discusses user experiences of a digital astrology application through combating

anxiety and uncertainty, states of well-being and pragmatic uses.

The first of the two book reviews, on Dervishes Beyond Borders: Cultural Relations of Bektashism
(1826-1925), belongs to Eren Yilmaz. Following the book, he includes the formation of Bektashism in the
Ottoman Empire, and its ties with other Ottoman cultures (Sunnis, Christians, Alevis, etc.) and Western
cultures (Protestant missionaries, Masons, etc.). Yilmaz points out that cultural encounters transform a

community by influencing its rituals to its daily life.

The second book review is on Happycratie, a competent phase of Eva lllouz and Edgar Cabanas's long-term
work, recently translated into Turkish (2023). As the book does, Basak Sen makes a criticism focusing on

the promises of the happiness industry.

We hope the readers will enjoy the issue, in which we strive to make a humble contribution to spirituality,
mainly from Turkey and with Turkish examples, through diverse concepts. We would like to thank the
authors, applicants and technical team for their contributions and dedication, and reviewers for their

meticulous readings, suggestions and opinions.

As we approached the end of this issue, we realized we had reached the twentieth issue of Moment Journal,
which means we are celebrating Moment's 10th anniversary. On this occasion, we would like to extend our
thanks and congratulations to every author, editor, issue editor and colleague who contributed to the steady
accumulation of knowledge the journal has produced on various themes within the scope of cultural

studies.

Gokge Baydar Cavdar & Giilay Acar Goktepe



